FIRST INUGUARAL SPEECH OF SR. COR JESU MARIA IJEOMA EKE, DMMM
TO THE FHL DIOCESAN COORDINATORS/SECRETARIES AT THEIR 2025 AGM

Warm greetings to you all!

Our Dear Bishop Chairman, Most Rev. Luka Sylvester Goladi Gopep, the Auxiliary Bishop of
Minna Diocese,

The Secretary General of the Catholic Secretariat, Rev. Fr. Michael Ayanleke Banjo,
Our Director in the Church and Society Department, Rev. Fr. Peter Babangida. Audu,
Dear Rev. Fathers, Consecrated Women, and my dear brothers and sisters in Christ.

| welcome you all to this important and august meeting of the great coordinators of Family and

Human Life Apostolate in our local Churches across the country.

I am genuinely grateful to God for this opportunity given me to serve in this capacity, and | am
very happy to be in your midst. This is my first and official meeting with all the diocesan
coordinators/secretaries of FHL. | thank you all for the good work you have been doing and

will continue to do.

For some of you who have been in this apostolate and important sector of the Church for several
years, we appreciate your sacrifices and plead that you be there to guide us aright. For those
that are just few years, and those who are just coming in like me, we pray the grace of God to
lead us through, and that we avail ourselves for the task ahead.

| encourage you all to understand that our task is a demanding one but noble. In a sense, the
family is everything — without the family, nothing has meaning (all other areas will not have
anything to achieve without the family, no JDPC, Health, Education, and Migrant & Refugees

work).

Let us be intentional in our work as coordinators of FHL in our various dioceses. This unit is
not a money-generating unit, so it is always difficult getting things done, and in real time. This
calls for creativity and innovation on our part, plus the passion and sacrifice to be resilient

against all odds.

| do not really have much to say but to appeal to you all to assist one another and especially me
in carrying out this assignment that has been given to me (as your national secretary) for the
betterment of our FHL Unit.



THE FOLLOWING ARE MY ACTION PLAN/BLUEPRINT FOR THE NEXT 3 YEARS

e Family Pledge project

e Provincial funding of our FHL AGM

e Project on Children Safeguarding Programmes

e Project on IPV & SGBV with Ford Foundation

e Partnership with FIPCFA

e Development of formation program for already married couples (Family marriage)
Enrichment/Therapy

e Some books for publications

e Criteria for Marriage Instructors.

Of course, some of these are still subject to review as circumstances allow; but they cannot be
achieved without your unyielding cooperation and encouragement; and these, | passionately

crave; please, do not withhold your support.

During our meeting, we shall have the opportunity to discuss our theme and sub-topics for the
2026 Family Week Booklet. In the same vein, our FHLU Meeting for next year is scheduled
to hold from 12" — 15" May, 2025.

| thank you all for the sacrifices you have made to be here both for the Church and Society
AGM as well as this FHLU Annual Meeting. May God continue to bless you abundantly in all

your endeavours.

Sr. Cor Jesu Maria ljeoma Eke, DMMM
National Secretary, FHLU, CSN



CATHOLIC SECRETARIAT OF NIGERIA (CSN), ABUJA
FAMILY AND HUMAN LIFE UNIT

AGENDA FOR FHLU ONE DAY AGM/WORKSHOP (28™ NOV. 2025)

Opening Prayer

Welcome Speech by FHLU Secretary

Opening Remarks by FHLU Bishop Chairman
Introduction of Self

Paper presentation by Mrs. Henrietta Okechukwu
Matters Arising from Last Meeting (If any)
Provincial Funding of FHLU Annual Meetings
Outstanding Assignments from CBCN to FHLU
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Fall-Outs from the last CBCN Plenary Communique
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. Revisiting Our FHL Documents
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. Uniformity of Family Week Celebration (Open discussion)
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. Implementation of Vatican Document on Marriage Catechumenate
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. Statutory FHL Feasts and their Celebrations
. Pro-Life Association (NFP)

. Provincial meeting (discussion)

. Theme for 2026 FHL AGM & Workshop
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